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were in effect the substance of the League's demand, prove beyond doubi
that the solution for the communal distemper is not in any plan of
partition. This may or may not be openly avowed by Mr Jinnah now
or at a later late. Mahatma Gandhi may wish to adhere to the blessing
he has given to the idea of separation under given conditions should
Mr Jinnah persist in his craving for partition, but the issue of the
present negotiation clearly points to some form of confederation as the
true remedy. If this is sufficiently realized, the talks will not have been
held in vain. A confederation of autonomous units with homogeneous
populations will provide for the satisfaction in the fullest degree of me
natural desire for independent evolution of the component states as
well as for the efficient administration of matters of common interest
which arise out of the essential economic and cultural unity of India.